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Wenatchee Washington 
Autism Conference
October 9-10, 2008 
Wenatchee Red Lion Hotel 
Conference Center  
 

1225 North Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee 

ASD Family Support Group of NCW 
Achieve Center Pediatric Therapy 
Can Do Kids Occupational Therapy 
Chelan-Douglas Developmental Disabilities 
Chelan-Douglas Early Intervention 
Division of Developmental Disabilities 
Eastmont School District #206 
North Central Educational Service District 
Parent to Parent, Chelan and Douglas Counties 
Pediatric Therapy Center 
The Partnership for Children and Families 
Wenatchee School District #246 

Sponsored by 

Wenatchee Washington Autism Conference 
c/o Chelan-Douglas Developmental Disabilities 
23 S. Wenatchee Ave Suite 203 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Registration 

Please make checks payable to: 
Wenatchee Washington Autism Conference 
 
Mail registration and payment to: 
Wenatchee Washington Autism Conference 
23 S. Wenatchee Ave, Suite 203 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Method of payment:     (sorry, no credit card or phone registration) 

Check No.   __________________________  
 
Purchase Order No.  __________________  

Wenatchee Washington Autism Conference 
Thursday/Friday, October 9­10, 2008 

Registration fees:  Registration form:  

Please note: 
� Space availability is limited – early registration is encouraged  
� No refunds 
� Clock hours and continuing education hours available.  More 

information will be provided at the conference. 
� No accomodations will be available for children (please do not 

bring children to the conference, thank you) 
� For more information, call (509) 888-2377 or email 

tcardwell@co.douglas.wa.us 

$25 

$25 

$100

$100

$30 $125

$30 $125

Lunch Selection: 
A full complimentary lunch will be provided to all participants 
both days of the conference.  Please make your entrée selection
for the first day below: 
 
 
 
 
A “build your own sandwich” bar will be provided for lunch the 
second day. 
 

Vegetarian or other special dietary needs are available upon 
request.  Please note any special dietary needs below: 
 

Tillamook Cheddar Chive Chicken 
 

Citrus and Maple Glazed Pork Loin 

Clock Hours: 
For Educational Clock Hours, you must pre-register into ESD 
Works; go to www.ncesd.org click on ESD Works and enter 
Session ID. For more information contact Suzie Morrison    
(509) 665-2639. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:45-8:30am Registration  

8:30am-12:00pm 
 
Breakout 
Sessions 

Session 1-A 
Designing Engaging, Fun, and Effective 
Social Groups for Children with Asperger’s, 
High Functioning Autism (HFA) and Related 
Disorders 
Gusty-Lee Boulware, PhD, BCBA 
 
Session 1-B 
Individualized Intervention across Early 
Stages of Communication Development in 
ASD: Working Toward Symbolic 
Communication 
Shanna Alvarez-Francois, MS CCC-SLP 
 
Session 1-C 
Parenting & Teaching the Child with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
Kathi Calouri, PhD / Eric Hamblen 
 
 

 

8:30am-12:00pm 
 
Breakout 
Sessions 

Session 3-A 
Autism Spectrum Disorders – A Roadmap for 
Treatment 
Gary Stobbe, MD 
 
Session 3-B 
Best Practices in Early Childhood and 
Elementary Education for Children with 
Autism and Related Disabilities 
Michael Fabrizio, PhD, BCBA 
 
Session 3-C 
Understanding and Applying the Sensory 
Integration Theory for Children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders 
Renee Watling, PhD, OTR/L 
 

12:00-1:00pm Lunch, at the Red Lion 
Compliments of Conference Organizers 
 

 12:00-1:00pm Lunch, at the Red Lion 
Compliments of Conference Organizers 

1:00-4:30pm 
 
Breakout 
Sessions 

Session 2-A 
10 Easy Ways to Make Inclusion a Success 
for Elementary Students with High 
Functioning Autism (HFA) or Asperger’s 
Gusty-Lee Boulware, PhD, BCBA 
 
Session 2-B 
Intervention planning and implementation 
for symbolic communicators 
Shanna Alvarez-Francois, MS CCC-SLP 
 
Session 2-C 
Emotional Regulation 
Kathi Calouri, PhD 
 
 

 

6:30-8:30pm 
Free Event 

Parent Meeting 
The more minds there are on a problem the 
more solutions are discovered 
A Conversation with Kathi Calouri and Eric 
Hamblen of Pace Place, Inc.  
 

 

1:00-4:30pm 
 
Breakout 
Sessions 

Session 4-A 
Biomedical Therapies in Autism 
Gary Stobbe, MD 
 
Session 4-B 
Identifying and Measuring Critical Student 
Outcomes in Transitions Programming for 
Adolescents and Young Adults with Autism 
Michael Fabrizio, PhD, BCBA 
Sara Pahl, BCABA 
 
Session 4-C 
The A's, B's and C's of Managing 
Challenging Behavior 
Renee Watling, PhD, OTR/L 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About the Presenters

October 9-10, 2008
Wenatchee Red Lion Hotel Conference Center

Wenatchee Washington 
Autism Conference 

Schedule 

Kathi Calouri, PhD is the co-founder and Clinical Director of 
Project PACE, Inc. and PACE Place.  She has been working with 
children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) since 1982 in 
clinical and educational settings.  Dr. Calouri earned her M.A. and 
Ph.D. at UCLA where she received her advanced training in Applied 
Behavioral Analysis.  Her years of dedicated service has taught her 
the value of appropriate, intensive services to children and their 
families. Her training in RDITM honed her expertise in the social-
emotional development of children with ASD. 
 
 
Eric Hamblen is the co-founder and Program Director of Project 
PACE Inc. and PACE Place.  Eric has been working with children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) since 1985 in both private 
and public settings.  Eric worked at UCLA, treating children with 
ASD using Applied Behavioral Analysis.  Eric’s knowledge (RDITM  
Certified Consultant, 2003-2006) and experience reflects his 
interest in family-based intervention that focuses on the emotional 
bond between parent and child. 

Dr. Gary Stobbe, MD is a Board Certified Neurologist sub-
specializing in the field of cognitive and behavioral neurology. He 
earned his BS in psychobiology from UCLA in 1985, and his MD 
from Albany Medical College in 1989, and completed his neurology 
residency at UCLA-West LA VA Medical Center in1993 where he 
was mentored by world-renowned behavioralists Jeffrey Cummings 
and D. Frank Benson. In 1993, he opened his private neurology 
practice in Edmonds, WA. Today, in addition to his role as 
practicing physician and Medical Director of the ASTAR Center, Dr. 
Stobbe is a partner at Minor and James Medical in Seattle where 
he maintains an active clinical practice in general neurology with 
special interests in multiple sclerosis and traumatic brain injury.  
Dr. Stobbe is also a member of the University of Washington 
clinical faculty and Seattle Neuroscience Institute at Swedish 
Medical Center. He serves on the Board of Directors of ASTAR 
Center, the Professional Advisory Boards of the Autism Society of 
Washington and the Brain Injury Association of Washington. 

Shanna Alvarez-Francois, MS CCC-SLP has been working with 
children with ASD and their families for 9 years. She has extensive 
experience in Applied Behavioral Analysis and social-
communication approaches.  Shanna currently serves as an SLP at 
Seattle Childrens’ Hospital specializing in the diagnosis, evaluation 
and treatment of children on the autism spectrum. Shanna’s 
specific areas of interest include Alternative/ Augmentative 
Communication (AAC), linguistically/culturally diverse populations 
and intervention for pre-symbolic communicators. 

Gusty-Lee Boulware, PhD, BCBA has over 20 years experience 
working with children with ASD and their families.  She was the 
associate director of Project DATA and a research scientist at the 
University of WA where she directed Project DATA for Toddlers, a 
program for families and their toddlers with ASD. Currently, she is 
in private practice and the co-director of PEERS Play—Promoting 
Engagement, Emotional Regulation, and Social Play for Children 
with Autism and Related Disorders.  She offers social programs for 
children with ASD and related disorders, workshops, supervision of 
home programs, and consultation services for families, school 
districts and early intervention programs.  She has published in 
Focus on Autism and Developmental Disabilities, Young 
Exceptional Children, and Topics in Early Childhood Special 
Education. 

Thursday, October 9  Friday, October 10 

Michael Fabrizio, PhD, BCBA is a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst who received his Bachelor's Degree in Psychology and 
Master's Degree in Educational Psychology/Applied Behavior 
Analysis from West Virginia University. He is currently a doctoral 
candidate in the University of Washington's Department of Special 
Education where he is specializing in behavior analysis, 
instructional design, autism, and technical communication. He has 
worked with children with disabilities throughout his more than 
fifteen-year career, serving as a Senior Educational Specialist for 
the West Virginia Autism Training Center, an autism Program 
Specialist for the Spectrum Center for Educational and Behavioral 
Development in Berkeley, California, Head Teacher for Morningside 
Academy, a private school for children with learning differences, 
and later as the Lead Trainer in Morningside's Public School 
Improvement Project.  He currently serves as Clinical Services 
Director Families for Effective Autism Treatment (FEAT) of 
Washington and is a full partner and Clinical Services Supervisor of 
The Organization for Research and Learning. 

 

Renee Watling, PhD, OTR/L has been a pediatric occupational 
therapist in Washington State since 1992. She has worked in clinic, 
school, and private practice settings. Ms. Watling has lectured 
extensively at state, regional, and national conferences on the 
topics of sensory processing, sensory-based occupational therapy 
intervention, and issues related to services for children with 
autism. Her publications include both research and theoretical 
papers and book chapters.  Her research focuses on understanding 
the relationship between sensory processing and behavior, 
especially among children with autism spectrum disorders. She 
currently holds faculty appointments at the University of 
Washington and the University of Puget Sound. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 1-A Designing Engaging, Fun, and Effective Social Groups for Children with Asperger’s, High Functioning Autism 
(HFA) and Related Disorders 
Gusty-Lee Boulware, PhD, BCBA 

Most children with HFA and Asperger’s struggle to make friends and by the early elementary years many are beginning to realize “they are different”. 
PEERS Play is an educational consulting service dedicated to providing social support and instruction in a small group, play-based format for children with 
HFA and Asperger’s Syndrome. Throughout our sessions we strive to create fun and engaging opportunities where children practice reciprocal meaningful 
play, flexibility and perspective taking, emotional regulation, negotiating conflict, and interpreting and using nonverbal body language. In this workshop, 
assessments, intervention strategies, and engaging activities often used at PEERS Play will be shared as well as how to bridge what is learned in group to 
home and other settings. 
 

Session 1-B Individualized Intervention across Early Stages of Communication Development in ASD: Working Toward 
Symbolic Communication 
Shanna Alvarez-Francois, MS CCC-SLP 

This workshop will provide an overview of communication intervention strategies for children on the autism spectrum across the earliest stages of 
communication development. This workshop will address the following objectives (1) overview of the early stages in communication development 
including pre-intentional, intentional pre- symbolic and symbolic communicators (2) selecting initial goals and intervention strategies for each level of 
communication (3) assessing stimulability for various communication modalities (picture systems, speech generating devices, etc.) and (4) specific 
intervention strategies for beginning AAC users. 
 

Session 1-C Parenting & Teaching the Child with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
Kathi Calouri, PhD / Eric Hamblen 

Presenters will discuss how Moms with a child with ASD develop cycles of protection that both support and inhibit development.  Special attention will be 
focused on guiding Moms to enjoy and respect the contributions of Dads.  Presenters will also discuss how Dads with a child with ASD can become the 
hidden parent.  They will review how Dads can effectively promote their child’s development.  Special attention will be focused on guiding Dads to enjoy 
and respect the contribution of Moms.  Presenters will also guide parents and professionals to understand and respect the contributions and limitations of 
each environment. 
 

Session 2-A 10 Easy Ways to Make Inclusion a Success for Elementary Students with High Functioning Autism (HFA) or 
Asperger’s 
Gusty-Lee Boulware, PhD, BCBA 

Does your student have difficulty paying attention or completing academic tasks? Does he speak out while you are trying to teach?  Does she struggle to 
interact with her peers? Are lunch and recess awkward times?  Do the typical peers interact much with him?  Does he have emotional outbursts or engage 
in “disruptive” behavior?  Participants will learn why these are often concerns for student with HFA and Asperger's and how to proactively and successfully 
address them with 10 easy strategies. 
 

Session 2-B Intervention planning and implementation for symbolic communicators 
Shanna Alvarez-Francois, MS CCC-SLP 

Once a child has moved beyond requesting snack with word or pictures--now what? This workshop will focus on creative ways to work on communication 
goals for children that have already developed some level of symbolic communication. Case studies will be presented for various levels of communicators, 
both verbal children and children who rely on AAC. From expanding vocabulary, to learning to ask questions, tell stories and engage in conversation; each 
case study will provide tips on selecting treatment goals and give specific intervention activity ideas for each goal using videos and hands on activities. 
 

Session 2-C Emotional Regulation 
Kathi Calouri, PhD 

Dr. Calouri will discuss emotional regulation for children on the Autism Spectrum (including Asperger Syndrome and PDD-NOS).  Children are best guided 
in social-emotional development by their most trusted relationship:  the relationship with a parent.  Dr. Calouri will explore ways for parents to consider 
emotional regulation when addressing communication delays, behavior issues, and social interaction.  Dr. Calouri will discuss strategies that can be used 
at home, in the school, and in the community, helping the child gain competence in all environments.  Since emotional regulation can be a core area of 
difficulty with all children on the spectrum, this presentation will be applicable to children of all ages, at all skill levels. 
 

Evening 
Presentation 

Parent Meeting – The more minds there are on a problem the more solutions are discovered 
A Conversation with Kathi Calouri and Eric Hamblen of Pace Place, Inc. 

You as a parent are invited to a meeting with other parents to discuss, learn and share what professionals and other parents have to say about behaviors, 
social issues, emotions, communication, independence, and the future.  No matter what the special need is, bring yourself, your questions, and a 
notebook. 

 

Session Descriptions Thursday, October 9

Wenatchee Washington 
Autism Conference 
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